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We give thanks for the opportunity to serve. Many 
have been cared for through our preaching 
ministries, wedding services, funerals and 
bereavement services, and mission programs at 
home and abroad. We are thankful for your support 
as Board members and volunteers, and through 
your prayers and financial support. Please consider 
becoming a member of Spirit Renewal Ministries.

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is 
plentiful, but the labourers are few. (Matt 9.37)

Mission ministry begins at 
home ...
Meet Paul, a wonderful man, who due to a 
construction accident, has been unable to 
support himself with an adequate income to 
access affordable housing. Can you help?

DID YOU KNOW?

Paul is one of 200,000 Canadians who 
experience homelessness in a given year.

This is an ecumenical ministry of soul care. We serve at home and abroad bringing 
faith, hope, and new life in Christ to all people. 
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Reasons Why 

Churches 
Experience 
Long Term 

Decline and 

Lack of Vitality 

Reasons for Church Decline
The clergy spend too much time doing 

administrative work keeping the "bureaucracy 
of the church" humming. 

The church has trouble articulating what it 
truly believes, especially with respect to the 
person of Jesus Christ. 

Church leaders may spend most of their time 
and energy managing the financial and 
property matters of the church, rather than 
attending to the spiritual needs of those the 
church serves. 

Issues of power and control stifle the true 
work of the church. 

The church does not recognize and value 
their minister's spiritual gifts, and thus hinders 
the work of the church by not supporting the 
minister. 

The church is afraid to change. The church 
would rather continue its gradual decline than 
implement changes that might enable new life 
and growth.

The church focuses inward rather than 
outward, forgetting Jesus’ command to go into 
the world and proclaim the gospel to everyone.

Contact SRM to talk about Church Renewal

Joy of the Gospel
In this book, Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis is 
prophetic in identifying the mind-numbing 
secularization that has gripped much of the world. 
He challenges the church to reclaim its passion for 
evangelization, the proclamation of the Good 
News of the saving and life-giving gospel of  
Christ. 



M I N I S T R Y  A T  H O M E

2 SPIRIT RENEWAL MINISTRIES

God is still at 
work ...
We live in a society where for the most part, 
the church continues to lose its strength in 
numbers and its voice as a moral force in 
Canadian society. Large components of 
Canadian society have entered a ‘post-
Christian’ phase where they claim to be 
Christian, but for them, Christian symbols 
and metaphors: the  cross, the sacraments, 
and the Sabbath, have lost all meaning and 
relevance. Consumerism has become a 
dominating force in society. 

However, for the majority of Canadians, God 
is still at work in their lives as they explore 
their faith in private. Many people who have 
left the church still pray on a regular basis, 
seek counsel in spiritual matters (more often 

from friends than from a pastor), and believe 
in life after death. What about the church?

The church is the body of Christ on Earth. 

As the body of Christ, the church has a 
powerful role in bringing the Good News of 
the Gospel of Christ to the world. 

As a participant in this ‘body,’ you will not 
only care for your soul, but avail yourself to 
be an agent of compassion and grace to the 
world, a world with so much need. 

Care for your soul
Take a Sabbath break 

Leave your briefcase at the office
Get more sleep

Care for the poor
Visit the sick

Give some of your wealth to a charity
Spend more time with your family

Go to church
Read the Bible

Pray

Jesus said to them
I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me                                              
will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.

— John 8: 12

    
Wexford Heights United Church

2102  Lawrence Ave. East, Scarborough

I am 
spiritual, 
but not 

religious.

Looking for a church?



M I N I S T R Y  A B R O A D

SPIRIT RENEWAL MINISTRIES 3

Evangelist Nathan Onyango 

Evangelist Nathan Onyango lives in Eldoret, 
Kenya. For the past five years, Evangelist 
Onyango has coordinated SRM’s training 
conferences in Western Kenya. He is a vital 
and dedicated partner for us in our ongoing 
African ministries. 

Bibles for Kenya

Evangelist Onyango also coordinates Spirit 
Renewal Ministries’ Bibles for Kenya program. 
Since the program’s inception, SRM has raised 
over $5,000 to provide Bibles (in local 
languages of Luo, Swahili, and Kalenjin) to 
churches, pastors, and individuals in Kenya.  
There is a need for ongoing financial support 
to provide more bibles to these ministries. 
Your kindness and support is appreciated by 
the people of Kenya! Your church group may 
wish to partner with a Kenyan church in this 
program. Contact SRM.

Then Jesus said to 

them, as you go into 

all the world, 

proclaim the gospel to 

everyone. 

(Mark 16:15)

Rev. Peter and Becki Franz

Peter and Rebekka Franz, Eldoret, Kenya,  
bring bring the gospel of joy, peace and 
deliverance to the people of Africa.. They 
founded “Gospel Fire International” over 
twenty years ago, and work with teams of 
African and European co-workers to 
undertake evangelistic campaigns 
throughout East Africa. They place a strong 
emphasis on training counselors, ushers, and 
leaders to enable follow-up ministry with 
crusade participants. 

In areas of great poverty, GFI plays an 
important role in helping the poor and needy 
in practical ways. Spirit Renewal Ministries 
partners with Gospel Fire International in 
Africa and Canada. We will stay will Peter 
and Becki during our fall visit. We truly 
appreciate their kind hospitality and 
friendship, and have wonderful memories of 
their recent visit with us in Canada. 

Meet Some of Our Ministry Partners
Pastors Lovelace / Esther St. John

Pastor Lovelace St. John is the Senior Pastor 
of Progress Church, in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. He serves in partnership with he 
wife, Pastor Esther St. John. Pastor St. John is 
the founder of Zadok Ministries 
International, a ministry that equips and 
engages pastors and leaders in Africa and the 
Caribbean. SRM partners with Pastor St. John 
in Curaçao and Canada. 

Spirit Renewal Ministries will return to East 
Africa in October, 2014 to participate in training 
conferences for clergy and church leaders. This 
year, pastors will join us from Burundi, 
Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya, and Rwanda.

Ministry teams from Pioneer Community 
Church, Gospel Fire International, and Spirit 
Renewal Ministries will share in teaching and 
training in areas of church growth, discipleship, 
evangelism, and ministry leadership. 

Spirit Renewal Ministries nurtures ministry 
partnerships in Africa that enable us to 
participate in the development of long-term 
training needs of clergy and the church. Please 
pray for and support this ministry.

Contact SRM if you feel called to participate. 

A f r i c a  2 0 1 4

Bishop Daniel Chelagat
Pioneer Community Church, Eldoret, Kenya



T H E  B A C K  P A G E

4 SPIRIT RENEWAL MINISTRIES

In Memorium .....
Each	  year,	  we	  accompany	  families	  and	  friends	  during	  times	  of	  loss,	  grief,	  and	  
bereavement.	  We	  give	  thanks	  for	  the	  words	  of	  Jesus	  who	  said,	  “Blessed	  are	  
those	  who	  mourn,	  for	  they	  will	  be	  comforted.”	  (Matthew	  5:4)

The Ministry Needs You!
• To assist part-time in the office.
• To serve on the board of directors to offer guidance 

and support.
• To volunteer in overseas missions (lay and clergy).
• To establish and serve on local support committees in 

various regions of the world.
• To assist with web site design / computer services.
• To pray for the ministry and those we serve.  
• To support the ministry financially. 

Contact 
Rev. Dr. Stephen McAllister

Spirit Renewal Ministries
1 Ellington Drive
Scarborough, ON Canada  M1R 3X6
Telephone: 647-918-6016
email: srministries@gmail.com
web: www.spiritrenewalministries.com

Spirit Renewal Ministries is a
Registered Canadian Charity
BN 85408 6964 RR 0001

Our Ministries
Local 

 Interim and supply ministry to churches.
 Funeral and bereavement services.
 Church renewal consulting.
 Local outreach initiatives.
 Weddings.
 Counselling and spiritual direction.

Overseas
Ministry development training for pastors 
and church leaders in Africa / Caribbean.
 Spiritual direction for pastors.
 Bibles for Kenya program.

Gordon James McAllister
1927 - 2013

We remember a faithful servant 
of the gospel through the 
passing of Gordon McAllister. 
A long time church organist, 
Gordon served at Nashwaaksis 
United Church in the 1960’s, 
and for the past fifteen years, at 
St. Paul’s United Church in 
McAdam, NB and Vanceboro 
United Methodist Church in 
Maine. 

Gordon was a faithful adherent 
and prayer supporter of SRM. 
He was passionate about the 
mission ministries and was a 
great mentor and confidant to 
our senior pastor.

In Memory of Floyd McInnis

Catherine Stone
In Memory of Peter Davis

Peter Davis Jr.
In Memory of Gordon McAllister

Christine Bell
Sandra Gerow
Helen Walton
Doreen Brown
Patty McAllister
Bob and Ann Bennett
Joanne Spencer
Anita Dutcher
Rev. Susan McAllister
Lynda Marshall
In Memory of Fred Pleinis

Jennifer Christakos

In Memory of Antje Moriarty
Karl Pongs
In Memory of Anita Sukhu
Henry Sukhu
In Memory of Wilhelmina 
Carrington
Anita Johnson
In Memory of Bernice, Norman, 
Pattie Hogan
Colleen Nolan
In Memory of James Wheeler
James Wheeler Sr. 
In Memory of Joyce Griffiths
George Griffiths Jr.
In Memory of Brijmohan 
Ramrattan

Cheryl Ramrattan

Volunteers Needed to 
Help Build A Church in 
Kenya!

Have	  you	  dreamed	  of	  going	  to	  
Africa?	  Can	  you	  hammer	  a	  nail	  or	  
carry	  a	  board?	  This	  is	  your	  
opportunity!
Urgently needed, a team of people 
with construction skills to travel to 
Africa to help Bishop Chelagat and 
Pioneer Community Church build their 
new church. 
Location, Eldoret, Kenya.  
Contact SRM for more information.

Get your copy of 
our book study on 

Romans. 

Available online 
and at Christian 

booksellers.
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